6THE   KING   DELIGHTETH   TO   HONOUR9
they were filled were useless in an encounter and ran away at every opportunity. Willing as Buckingham might be to do his best, the post of Lord High Admiral required, not an inexperienced youth, but an older man well versed in naval administration.
The revenues attendant upon the Marquis's new office were quite considerable, and within a few months his private fortunes received a further strengthening. During the whole of 1618 the Queen's health had been very feeble. Although only forty-five she was suffering from dropsy, and it was the general opinion that she had not long to live. On February 6th, 1619, the King had gone to Newmarket on pleasure, and whilst there was overtaken by a serious illness. He was not fit to be brought to London when, on February 22nd, his wife's condition reached a dangerous climax. On March ist everyone knew that there was no hope, and Anne herself asked for her son to come to her. At one o'clock the following morning she realized that her end was near and, sending for Charles again, gave him her blessing. At four o'clock she passed away from a world where, politically, she had exercised no influence. Her loss would be more seriously felt in the sphere of court life, where she had pursued her gay round of pleasure. Her husband did not seem to be deeply upset by her death. Indeed, for a few days in early March his own illness had excluded all other considerations, and it was feared that he was dying, following a relapse which had occurred during his visit to a horse race at Newmarket. He sent for Charles, Buckingham and some of the chief nobility, and gave his son his dying commands, recommending him to stand by the faithful Buckingham, also Lord Digby and the Duke of Lennox. But James recovered and June saw him seated in his favourite palace at Theobalds with his feet plunged in the carcass of a newly-killed deer. This, some-
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